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Lulu’s Sweater 2015 

 

 

Every year, I make sweaters for my friend’s two daughters, Lulu and Ellie. This year, I took a risk and 

ditched pink yarn for this beautiful, emerald green superwash merino from Madelinetosh. To make sure 

that the sweater would still meet the demanding fashion standards of a six-year-old girl, I used a simple 

lace pattern on the front and added three sweet heart buttons.  
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Roadmap: 

This sweater is made in three pieces, each worked 

from the bottom up: front-right, front-left, and back. 

To work the sleeves, button placket, and collar, you 

will sew these three pieces together and pick up 

stitches along the edges. 

 

Finished Measurements: 

Length: 16 inches 

Circumference: 27 inches 

Sleeve length: 15 inches (from top of shoulder to 

wrist); 14 inches (from armpit to wrist) 

Materials: 

3 skeins Madelinetosh Tosh DK (Color: Laurel.) 

US size 7 needles.  

If you are using straight needles, you will also need 

either double-pointed needles or 32-inch circular 

needles (magic loop method) to knit the sleeves in the 

round. 

Gauge: 

27 stitches/34 rows over 4 inches in stockinette  

23 stitches/ 30 rows over 4 inches in lace pattern 

 

 

Size note: If you are modifying the pattern to produce a different size sweater or to accommodate 

substituted yarn, please note that the lace pattern requires a multiple of 8+7. Also, the cast-on numbers 

used below include 2 selvedge stitches (one on each end of each piece). 
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Front pieces: Both front pieces (left and right) of 

this cardigan begin in the same way, so follow the 

instructions below to begin, then continue with the 

separate instructions for right and left sides. 

 

Using the long-tail method, cast-on 41. 

Knit 3 rows. 

With right side facing, begin lace pattern: 

 

Lace pattern: 

Row 1: Knit. 

Row 2 and every even row: Purl. 

Row 3: k4, *YO, sl 1, K1, psso,  K6; rep from * to 

last 5 sts, YO, sl 1, K1, psso, K3. 

Row 5: K2, *K2tog, YO, K1, YO, sl 1, K1, psso, K3; 

rep from * to last 7 sts, K2tog, YO, K1, YO, sl 1, 

K1, psso, K2. 

Row 7: Repeat Row 3. 

Row 9: Knit. 

Row 11: K8, *YO, sl 1, K1, psso, K6; rep from * to 

last st; K1. 

Row 13: K6, *K2tog, YO, K1, YO, sl 1, K1, psso, 

K3; rep from * to last 3 sts, K3. 

Row 15: Repeat Row 11. 

Row 16: Repeat Row 2. 

 

Repeat these 16 rows until piece measures 11 

inches. This should be just shy of five times 

through the 16-row pattern.  

Front-right piece: 

With wrong side facing (16th row of lace pattern): 

Bind off 8 stitches; purl to end. 

Next row (right side facing, 1st row of lace 

pattern): Follow lace pattern until 3 stitches 

remain, k2tog, k1. 

Continue lace pattern until piece measures 15 

inches. 

 

Continuing lace pattern, decrease as follows: 

Row A (rs) (This should be Row 11 of lace pattern): 

Bind off 10 stitches, continue in lace pattern to 

end. 

Row B (ws): Purl. 

Row C (rs): k1, ssk, continue in lace pattern to 

end. 

Row D (ws): Purl. 

Repeat rows C and D until you have completed 

Row 16 of the lace pattern. 

 

(This marks the end of the lace pattern. The rest 

of this piece is knit in stockinette.)  

 

Then: 

Row AA (rs): k1, ssk, k to end. 

Row BB (ws): Purl. 

Repeat Rows AA & BB until there are 15 stitches 

remaining.  
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With right side facing, bind off. 

 

Front-left piece: 

With wrong side facing (16th row of lace pattern): 

Purl until last 8 stitches; b/o last 8 stitches. 

Next row (right side facing, 1st row of lace 

pattern): k1, ssk, k to end. 

Continue lace pattern with following modification, 

until piece measures 15 inches.  

Modification: reduce initial number of knit 

stitches on odd rows by one stitch. (e.g., where 

pattern says k4, *yo, sl 1, K1, psso, K6* etc., do k3, 

*yo, sl 1, K1, psso, K6* etc.) 

 

When you are just shy of 15 inches and with right-

side facing (This should be Row 11 of lace pattern): 

Follow the pattern until 9 stitches remain; k9. 

Next row: Purl. 

 

Piece should now measure 15 inches.  

Row A (rs) (Row 13 of lace pattern): Follow pattern 

until 10 stitches remain; bind off 10 stitches; 

break yarn. 

Row B (ws) (Row 14 of lace pattern): Join yarn; 

purl. 

Row C (rs) (Row 15 of lace pattern): Follow pattern 

until 3 stitches remain; k2tog, k1. 

Row D (ws) (Row 16 of lace pattern): Purl. 

 

(This marks the end of the lace pattern. The rest 

of this piece is knit in stockinette.)  

 

Then: 

Row AA (rs): Knit until 3 stitches remain; k2tog, 

k1. 

Row BB (ws): Purl. 

Repeat Rows AA & BB until there are 15 stitches 

remaining.  

 

With right side facing, bind off. 

Back:  

Using long-tail method, cast on 89 stitches. 

Rows 1-3: Knit. 

Rows 4-10: Follow lace pattern rows 1-7 

Starting with row 11, use stockinette stitch (knit 

on right side, purl on wrong side) until piece 

measures 11 inches. 

With right side facing, bind off 8 stitches; knit to 

end. 

Next row (wrong side facing): Bind off 8 stitches; 

purl to end 

Next row (right side facing): k1, ssk, knit until 3 

stitches remain, k2tog, k1. 

Continue in stockinette until piece measures 17 

inches (or same length as front sections). Bind off. 

 

Sew front sections to back along sides and 

shoulders. 
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 Sleeves: These sleeves are capped sleeves, made 

by using short rows at the top of the shoulder. 

Make two in exactly the same way. 

 

Set-up: 

Starting about 1 ½ inches to the back of the 

shoulder, pick up stitches around armhole. I 

picked up 88 stitches. Knit until you have 10 

stitches remaining before shoulder seam. Place 

marker. Knit 20 stitches from marker (10 stitches 

to seam and 10 stitches after seam). Place marker.  

 

Capped sleeve portion: 

K3. Turn. Slip one stitch purl-wise. Purl 25 (until 

3 stitches beyond second marker). Turn. With yarn 

in back, slip one stitch pur-lwise. Knit 28 (until 6 

stitches beyond second marker). Turn.  

 

Repeat short rows as described above, adding 3 

stitches each row until you have 56 stitches on the 

needle (you’ve added 18 stitches on each side of 

the markers). 

 

Decrease to cuff: 

With right side facing, knit until one stitch from 

the seam joining the front and back at the 

underarm. Place marker. Purl 2 (one on each side 

of seam). Place marker. Continue in the round for 

three rounds, knitting the knit stitches and 

purling the 2 underarm stitches.  

On the fourth round, when there are 2 stitches 

remaining before first marker: k2tog, p2, ssk.  

 

Continue working in round, knitting the knit 

stitches, purling the purl stitches and decreasing 

every four rounds, until sleeve there are 44 

stitches remaining. Then, work in the round, 

knitting the knit stitches and purling the purl 

stitches, until sleeve measures 14 inches from 

armpit. 

 

Cuffs:  

Row 1: Purl 

Row 2: Knit 

Row 3: Purl 

Row 4: Knit 

 

Bind off using Elizabeth Zimmerman’s super-

stretchy sewn bind-off. 

 

Repeat sleeve instructions on other side. 

 

Front button plackets:  

Pick up stitches along the edge of the front-left 

piece.  

Knit 8 rows.  
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Bind off using Elizabeth Zimmerman’s super-

stretchy sewn bind-off. 

 

Pick up stitches along the edge of the front-right 

piece.  

Knit 3 rows.  

 

On the next row that begins at the top of the 

sweater (neck opening): k3, yo k2tog, k4, yo k2tog, 

k4, yo k2tog, k to end. 

 

Continue in garter stitch until right-side placket 

matches the width of the left-side placket.  

Bind off using Elizabeth Zimmerman’s super-

stretchy sewn bind-off. 

 

Collar: 

Pick up stitches evenly along neckline.  

Knit 4 rows.  

Bind off using Elizabeth Zimmerman’s super-

stretchy sewn bind-off. 

 

Weave in all ends, add three buttons, and block. 

 


